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wrung by England from Ireland. They were the purchase price
by which a peasant proprietary—a luxury which we have never
been able to achieve in England—was established on Irish soil.
Moreover, a large part of this .£4,000,000 or ,£5,000,000 which we
received on this account went back to Ireland, and will go back
for many years to come, in the shape of pensions which are paid
by the British Exchequer, and are spent in Ireland. Therefore,
I must say that I am puzzled, and I regret that the Government
have abandoned our rights wholesale in this matter, and have
departed entirely, without warning to Parliament, from the position
which they had deliberately taken up with full assent both before
the General Election and afterwards.
I confess that I was wholly unprepared to read in the newspapers
that we have abandoned all our contentions about the repudiation
of the Treaty, about the annuities, and, above all—and this is the
subject which makes me feel compelled to speak—our contentions
about the strategic ports. It is this issue of the strategic >ports
which makes me undertake the thankless task of bringing some of
these matters very respectfully to the attention of the House.
The ports in question, Queenstown, Berehaven and Lough Swilly,
are to be handed over unconditionally, with no guarantees of any
kind, as a gesture of our trust and good will, as the Prime Minister
said, to the Government of the Irish Republic. When the Irish
Treaty was being shaped in 1922 I was instructed by the Cabinet
to prepare that part of the Agreement which dealt with strategic
reservations. I negotiated with Mr, Michael Collins, and I was
advised' by Admiral Beatty, who had behind him the whole staff
of the Admiralty, which had just come out of the successful conduct
of the Great War, Therefore, we had high authority in prescribing
the indispensable minimum of reservations for strategic security.
The Admiralty of those days assured me that without the use
of these ports it would be very difficult, perhaps almost impossible,
to feed this Island in time of war, Queenstown and: Berehaven
shelter the flotillas which keep clear the approaches to the Bristol
and English Channels, and Lough Swilly is the base from which
the access to the Mersey and the Clyde is covered. In a war against
an enemy possessing a numerous and powerful fleet of submarines
these are the essential bases from which the whole operation of
hunting submarines and protecting incoming convoys is conducted,
I am very sorry to have to strike a jarring note this afternoon,
but all opinions should be heard and put on record* If we are
denied the use of Lough Swilly and have to work from Lamlash,
we should strike 200 miles from the effective radius of our flotillas,
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